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In fact the somewhat superficial acquaint-
ance with these curious old books, which is all
that any of us in Europe can yet claim to
have, would almost lead us to suppose that
they themselves served to some extent as
manuals of logical method.

To a certain extent they select from, and
restate, doctrines contained in the doctrinal,
or Sutta, Pitaka. Besides this "they define
terms, and formulate propositions to a greater
degree of precision. They also investigate
a vast number of cases where they apply their
formulae. I may not in these brief limits
stay to illustrate, and will add only this :

In the Abhidhamma-Pitaka we see the
Pegasus of Indian imagination working for
the first time in harness. Nowhere as in India
do we see human phantasy so elastic and
exuberant, sporting in time, space, and the
infinite ; and nowhere else as in this Theravada
literature appears such determined effort, not
wholly to crush all its airy notions, but to
curb, regulate and systematize them. Pega-
sus is yoked, but he retains his iridescent
wings. The gods are as such become of no
account. But they persist as happy, reborn
human beings, longer lived, but no less imper-
manent. Any one who had the grit to practise
the system of intense rapt self-hypnotic con-
templation called Jhana, and was sufficiently
pure in heart thereby to attain abhinna,
or supernormal insight, could for himself see
beyond this one plane of life. Were there